SEEEHRER

Cand"ésa. School (Hong Kong)

58

R NEERMENRE REF2HE
MERMBBER MR

EERAR > —TEtHZUEBNRERBMNSE T SH
MghRR0 - NE N RBRRE c TAREMBRIKE £
MRBERAERR X287 EMNEEZE REEREE
PLEE  MRT K EME S HIE R o

LRNKEFANESHEEHFNEERS > AIEHED

BtRERANEEER  FREE - BFE  TEAKRIN B
B AN NRERFTANRIELE > REMATTETAENEA
o 28K > RMAEITANIEEREETIESKRIENE
B~ TGS MBEANABNZ s ELEEREKHLE - F
FIEEERNAEAIKEANEBEE o
SRNBERIERERTAL > EHALBPIBEHNRR o R
EARREFEIFR-—RENSR LR - REABESFUEA
DEIVNBRHRE - Fih > ARGHARESTHNNHEED
MED > MENSEMERTEARST » RILHFERE -
SENERRAKD > Y/ EEREBNESRNER /)
BEDRED  KRROFAGEFAEHREBBZABNZTES B

As a member of the academic committee of the
Subsidised Primary School Council, | am honoured to have
helped organise the Council’s Finnish Educational Trip.

Around 70 principals and teachers went to Finland during
Easter for this valuable educational experience.

We visited a nursery centre, three primary schools, a
secondary school, a university and an afterschool architecture
centre. We had the opportunity to talk not only to the
principals and teachers, but also to officers from the education
department.

What impressed me most was the Finnish government’s
strong emphasis on lifelong learning. In Finland, learning
doesn’t only happen in schools. It has deep roots in the
community. Finland has the world’s largest library, equipped
with an extensive repertoire of learning resources, including

printed books, electronic books, audio and video discs...
There are also many different kinds of tools for creating
things, such as sewing machines, 3D printers, laser cutters...
During our visit to the library, | saw people conducting
and attending a wide range of workshops and talks. | also
saw senior citizens acquiring different kinds of skills and
knowledge. It was amazing and deeply encouraging to see
people of different age groups pursuing learning according
to their own interests.

In Finland, there is no such thing as a ‘Band 1 school'—
or any other band. Each catchment area has only one
school. All schools are regarded as the same and every
child goes to the school nearest to his or her home. As there
is no need to compete to get into schools, the pressure for
parents and students is very low.

For upper secondary schools, there are academic
schools and vocational schools. Students from both
streams can go to university or take a master’s degree.
This means that there is no dead end for students who are
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not strong academically. They can still excel according to
their potential and interests.

School hours are short in Finland and homework is
limited. Students in lower primary schools spend only
around four to five hours per day at school. A Iot of time is
spent outdoors each day. At the day care centre we visited,
the children stay outdoors for two to three hours a day.
When asked about special arrangements for bad weather,
a teacher replied, ‘There is no bad weather for outdoor
activities, but only bad clothing.” The Finns believe that with
proper clothing, students can stay outdoors even when it
rains or snows or is freezing cold. This approach struck us
very forcefully and we started to wonder whether we Hong
Kong educators and parents are too protective with our
children. Giving them the chance to encounter adversity
is a good way of training them to be tough enough to face
the difficulties they are certain to come across later in life.

From our observation, the Finnish education system
is built on trust. The education department and the
parents trust the schools and the schools trust their
teachers. There is no appraisal system and no need to
submit year plans or reports. Teachers’ time is spent with
their students rather than on paperwork. As a result, they
have more space to explore different kinds of pedagogies
to suit their children.

Even though we agree that the Finnish educational
system is very inspiring, this does not mean it can
be applied to all countries, as the traditions, culture,
population, landscape...are so different. But we can
certainly learn from it and think about what we can
do to enhance our current system and make it more
responsive to the needs of our students.
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2018-2019 Primary 5 & 6

Literacy Curriculum

Introduction

We first developed a school-based writing curriculum for
( P4 in the 2017-18 academic year. This year, we have expanded
the initiative to P5 and P6 and introduced a larger element
( of reading and research, with very encouraging results. As
before, teachers have created plans, modules and learning
( activities for the curriculum.
There is a strong focus on reading in this year’s
( curriculum. The modules include readers and videos to
provide information and ideas, and help students prepare for
( writing their compositions. Teachers also guide students to
undertake on-line research as a means of obtaining material
‘ for their writing. Class activities include brainstorming
sessions on each topic, which enable students to acquire a
deeper understanding of the writing content.

A wide range of topics and text types is included in the
materials for the literacy curriculum. Topics for P5 writing this
year include cultural norms in different countries, heroes,
fun in Hong Kong and tourism, while students have learnt to
write various types of text: articles, biographies, pamphlets
and on-line stories. P6 students have written blog entries, film
reviews, reports, articles and autobiographies about such
diverse topics as dream jobs, caring for others, ideas for new

| festivals and memorable experiences.

6B Jiao Yu Tong, !_inda
Since our school started giving us

literacy curriculum booklets, my writing has

The literacy curriculum
modules help students to
improve their reading and writing
skills in a number of ways. The
inclusion of a reader for each
module provides students with
a valuable grounding in the
subject being covered, and the
class brainstorming activities
increase their confidence when
reading about new topics.
The modules present a clear
structure for the specific type
of writing, vocabulary suggestions to make the writing more
descriptive and colourful, and practical information about
relevant grammatical elements.

Teaching reading and writing through the new literacy
curriculum has provided significant benefits: most students
are capable of producing clearer, better-structured and well-
researched pieces of writing that address the topic and
contain a range of appropriate vocabulary. The students enjoy
learning about new subjects and have been very receptive to
the way the information and ideas are presented.
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Comments from'students about the literacy curriculum
5B L

ai Ho Tung, Holton

improved a lot. In P4, | didn't understand

how to write @ composition clearly since
there were no examples. But thg booklets,
readers and reading materials .have
example articles with a lot of great |dfa:e\s.
The booklets also contain some writing
hints and guided questions to help us. We
have learnt to write different k.mds of ’;elaxtt-
types such as autobiographles., lea els
and blogs instead of story end|ng§ only.
| think this new school-based curriculum

can help us with our writing problems. |

hope our school will continue to implement

this scheme.

Writing is fun.
We are confused an
a good passage.
often give us some
booklets teach us di
using vocabulary, o

I love writing. Sometimes
d do not know how to write
Fortunately, our teachers
useful writing booklets. The
fferent writing skills such as
rganization an i
After learning these skills through(ihee'a:;);iltgn.
We are able to write better Passages. When w:

ad

bed Some colourfu| vocabulary, our passages
; come more interesting. The readers will not
ind our passages

; confusing if .
ideas well. With 900 g It we organize

d elaboration, we can gj
: , ive
clear Supporting details for our ideas in gour
passages. The booklets really help us a lot!

5 Huang Hedda
| think the booklets are very useful!
After using them, | can understand the
important things in each essay more
easily. | can also read the examples
and learn new words to build up my
vocabulary. | can even do some fun
activities related to the theme. Thege
booklets make me more interested in
writing! | like them very much and |
hope you will like them too!
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Introduction

On Saturday the 20th of October 2018, we had a super
fun reading camp at Canossa school for the P1 students and
their parents. The morning was filled with an abundance of fun
activities, and a lot of reading. While the parents were listening to
a presentation by Serah Ho, founder of Love Reading Campaign
Association about reading strategies, the students spent the
morning in the English room.

They listened to the reading of Otto the Book Bear. The
students were captivated by the charm of this beautiful book! The
students then listened to another story: Crunch the Crocodile. The
students were enthralled with the book and experienced a range
of emotions: from fear to wonder and at last, relief.

In keeping with the theme of animals, the students each made
a beautiful animal booklet where they could draw, colour and
write about their favorite animals. Many of the students drew the
characters in the books we read earlier and they had a lot of fun
showing their teachers their drawings and writing.

Thereafter the students went back to the hall to find an array
of tents set up, some even fitted out with flashlights, sleeping
bags, snacks and books. They spent time with their parents
reading books they brought or reading Raz-Kids ebooks on the
provided tablets. It was great to see so many parents having fun
reading with their children. The students and their parents made
characters from their books with paper plates, coloured paper,
funny eyes and many other craft materials. There were princesses,

crocodiles, frogs, ghosts and many more, as the characters in the
books were brought to life. Students then had the opportunity to
present their characters in a catwalk on the stage.

It was a wonderful day where parents and students could
immerse themselves in the magical world of reading and we are
all looking forward to another reading camp next year!

Comments about the P.1 Parents-kid Reading Day Camp
1B Chan Yan Kiu, Shavon's Mum
What a wonderful learning journey Shavon and | enjoyed
at the English Reading Camp! Not only confined to story-telling,
the Camp offered highly interactive learning to arouse Shavon’s
interest to read and understand English stories. The excitement
in preparation of different props for different characters N\
and an invaluable moment of mother-child interaction
reminded us that learning English could be so much
fun! And, may | take this opportunity to thank the school
teachers for encouraging Shavon to join the Camp!

This year fifteen P5 and P6 stu

Club. The aim of the Debate Club i

important skills such as critical thinking,

conflict resolution, public spe
Debating also helps students to a
and to think on their feet. This expa
social consciousness. Knowing
confidence: it creates leade
We took part in four compe
opportunity to debate with students
were very impressive.
Debating is hard

to what they were doing. It ha’?
ve all grown exponentia
-\ll—zfyyh?gah hopegs for the Debate Club next year!

dents participated in our Debate
s to enable students to develop
researching information,
aking and giving presentations.
rticulate their ideas more effective|y
nds their world view and their
how to debate well not only builds
rs with intelligence, vision and empathy.
titions and all the students had an
from other schools. Our results

work and all our students were very cc?mmitted
been a pleasure to work with them.
lly over the past year and we have

Student Feedback

Elly P5
nglish

I'am Elly and | have been in the E
debating team this year. This has been
challenge for me. | have learnt a great dea
as how to obtajn information for my spe

some fascinating facts and a lot of new voc
Most importantly,

things from differ:
debating and | ho

a new
I, such
eches,

abulary.
I have learnt how to think about

ent perspectives. | really enjoy
pe | can take part again next year.
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4F Chan Ho Chit Braden's Mother
What if your world has nothing left but darkness? Are you going to be
frustrated, desperate, or terrified? The workshop has designed series of
activities that allow students and parents to put themselves in the shoes
of the visually-impaired people. Ways to help when encounter them in
YA\ —] (1] = the community are also introduced. Disabled people have always been
1 2ﬁ1 E bﬂ;‘rﬁiﬂni iﬁiEEiﬁﬂ ’Ezm considered to be weak and hopeless, hence require help from others all
r ] the time. Nonetheless, they are not as weird and grumpy as we expected.
o B - HEL "B (B They can be just as humorous, helpful and powerful as the “healthy” ones
BT | . as e e
MEEIE Hh B 5 T 88 are. | have learnt a lot from their speech that health is a gift, life is also a
= 1 * & q . : i
B TESH . REA blessing. Being flawed is not the end of the world, there are something else
A o worth cherishing. Visually impaired may be less convenient in daily lives, but
il o FIRR 0 2
IR B EI I it allows them to see the world with heart. | am so touched o e=ja
i, ;ﬁa\t\ A/\“’Ej oe by their optimism and strong will to live a meaningful ,"_l ™
g\% —~ ;Eéz;\; ‘Eﬂg life, they are indeed physically imperfect but definitely (=1 &
B%;?I'{E RES & mentally stronger than most in the society. What have P- ? o
you achieved as a physically privileged one? = ' 1
L=
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